Caring for God’s Creation:

 Stories Reflecting Yancey Heritage and Faith

This week: Teresa Young, Principal, Tri-County Christian School 
The Christian Stewardship Listening Project (CSLP) is conducting interviews with Yancey County church leaders to hear their feelings about a”local, Christian approach to Stewardship of  the environment as God’s Creation.”  CSLP respects all viewpoints and wants to hear doubts and fears as well as hopes and solutions. CSLP interviews are confidential, however some interviewees have agreed to this additional interview so we can share the wisdom of our church leaders with Journal readers. 

CSLP:  You’ve been the principal here at Tri-County Christian School since 2004, Assistant Principal from 1999-2004, and prior to that a teacher at East Yancey Middle School for 10 years.  Along with being an educator, what are some of your other responsibilities?
TERESA:  I am very involved with my local church, Faith Fellowship of Newdale, in the areas of music and our Local Outreach Missions. I also serve on the Board of Directors at Tri-County Pregnancy Center. I am married to Eric Young, and we have three children: Emily (22), Seth (19), and Sara (14).
CSLP: What is your core Christian belief in regards to how we should live in this world?

TERESA:  John 13:35.  “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”

CSLP:  What do the words Christian Stewardship mean to you?  

TERESA:  Being grateful and taking care of what God has blessed me with; being accountable and overseeing God’s blessings. 
CSLP:  Does that include Stewardship of the Earth as God’s creation?

TERESA:  Yes, most definitely!   The earth is the Lord’s and we’re the designated caregivers for it. I like to teach kids to appreciate and preserve our natural resources. Education is so important.  Recently, after having an excellent program presented by Parks in the Classrooms program, some students made graphs that show how all the different living things in the forest are connected to each other.  For example, trees hold moisture in the ground so they help keep our wells from running dry.  And the tree leaves make soil which is a home for insects that feed birds and fish that feed other animals.   This idea of interconnection helped them understand that we have to be careful because when we harm too many of one type of plant or animal.  Even though it may seem small and unimportant, we will actually be doing harm to many other life forms and eventually to humans. 
Last week another teacher and I took a group of high school students to UNC Charlotte for the 2008 Junior Science and Humanities Symposium. One of our students did excellent research and presented ways we can be good stewards of creation by taking care of our bodies through proper nutrition and exercise. Another one of our classrooms has researched natural habitats and created a giant bug which won the Best of Show at WNC Nature Center last month. 
CSLP:  What thoughts or feelings arise for you in relation to the word environmentalism?  

TERESA   Since our environment includes all the conditions, circumstances, and influences surrounding and affecting the development of all living things, we should all want to be a part of  
caring for creation and see ourselves as environmentalists.
Taking care of the land for future generations is very important to me and it is important that we teach kids how to be responsible.  For example, here at TCCS students and assigned chores and expected to complete them which teaches responsibility and teamwork.  
CSLP:  How does all this relate to parents? 
TERESA: I enjoy working with the parents. When parents provide the necessary character building from within each family unit and this is reinforced at church and school, we will be able to make a difference in every aspect of our world.  There’s just so much to teach kids - everything from appreciating what God’s given in the earth, to reaching out to others, loving your neighbors and having a global as well as a local responsibility. It’s important to get the kids involved in serving at the community level and then beyond.

CSLP: So you’re teaching them good citizenship and basic Christian values?
TERESA:  I hope so. We like to work in helping the whole child develop; academically, spiritually, socially. I hope to make a difference in many lives as some dedicated teachers made in my life. I hope to teach children that we need to move past the “me” generation and serve others.  
CSLP: And how do you think that benefits kids?

TERESA: Children learn to respect things more when they’ve helped to make it happen. A few years back, our students volunteered in helping with the awesome Kid Mountain playground project in Burnsville. When they see the work that goes into a project and help to make it happen, then there seems to be more appreciation for it and a greater desire to take care of it.  
CSLP:  Is that part of how you learned as a child?

TERESA:  Yes. I grew up in Yancey County. I was raised by wonderful parents in a large and loving family. We worked together in gardening and other projects, as well as singing together as a sisters’ quartet. Whether working or playing, we always had fun!
CSLP: One of the main things that we’re hearing from the church leaders we are interviewing is  concern about protecting our water.

TERESA: It’s a basic resource, isn’t it? We must preserve it and make sure that it is clean. Many other areas of the world are not so blessed by the access to and abundance of good water.
  CSLP: If there was some project on how to study and preserve water, would Tri-County Christian School be interested?

TERESA:  We would.  My daughter, Sara, who is in ninth grade here, went to a camp offered through Montreat College this past summer and their emphasis was water analysis. She came home eager to implement action projects to preserve our water sources.
CSLP: Do you think there’s a need for education of that sort for all of us adults as well?

TERESA: Definitely! We seem to take our blessings for granted. Even people like myself who have lived here all of our lives need to preserve and recycle , and not just take for granted that our natural resources will always be in an abundant supply.
CSLP: Sometimes there are disagreements on these issues. How do we get around that?

TERESA:  It’s sad when anything that affects all of our well-being is viewed as a political issue – or a difference that divides – because it should bring us together. Instead of thinking only of ourselves, we need to think about what is best for all of us and our future generations.
