CSLP INTEVIEW WITH SARA YOUNG, A NINTH GRADER

 AT TRI-COUNTY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Teresa Young mentioned her daughter Sara during her interview with the Christian Stewardship Listening Project, so we invited Sara to be interviewed as well.  Since the focus of Teresa’s interview was on education, why not listen to a young student.

SARA: I’m Sara Young. I’m 14 years old and in the ninth grade.

CSLP: Sara, you attend Tri-County Christian School and you recently attended a camp that enabled you to have a special experience.  Can you tell us about it?
SARA:  Yes, in the summer of 2007 I was chosen to attend CLIMBE (Center for Learning and Investigation Mountain Backcountry Ecosystems) which is offered through Montreat College.

CSLP: What was the purpose of the camp?

SARA: The main goals of the camp were to teach participants how to better improve our environment and to study the water.  As we hiked from Mt Mitchell to Montreat College, we examined various water sheds on the trail throughout the week.  We could tell from analyzing the different macro invertebrates that were found.  When we found macro invertebrates with low tolerance to pollution, we knew the water was very clean. 
CSLP: So do you think that the water further down the mountain is that clean?  
SARA:  I doubt it because if it’s near the road, people throw down trash and pollution will also come from other places.  Erosion of land into the water is another major concern.
CSLP: You said earlier that you learned about leaving “no trace” when you go off into the mountains – do you want to talk about that?

SARA: “No trace” means that all of us need to leave a place as clean as or even cleaner that when we arrived. It taught me that I need to clean up after myself when I am outdoors. Also, I don’t need to step on eroded stream banks because the dirt will go into the water and it will cause erosion and harm the animals that depend on really clean water.  
CSLP: Why do you think some people aren’t careful like that? 
SARA: I don’t think they’re taught to appreciate and maintain the beauty of God’s world. If more people were taught about it in school, they would learn that they should try to leave “no trace” so that everyone can enjoy the same beauty.

CSLP: How does taking care of water and all – relate to Christian faith?

SARA: As a Christian, I believe God created the world.  He has given us the responsibility to take care of His creation to the best of our ability, which means don’t mess it up!  

CSLP: Do you think that caring for Creation affects other issues as well?

SARA: Yes. It affects the whole world, not just water.

CSLP: What do you think of the idea of having people of faith more involved in protecting the environment; do you think that’s important?

SARA: Yes.  When people believe in God and see him as the Creator of all, and us as the overseers of His creation, we should take this responsibility to protect the environment more seriously on a daily basis.  
CSLP: Do you think that kids can make a difference in this world?

Yes, when kids are taught the truth about any issue and are made aware of what we can do to preserve or improve our world, many will want to be involved. We can make a difference not just in our lifetime, but in the lives of future generations!
