EXCERPT FROM 2nd CSLP INTERVIEW WITH 
DAVID GILLESPIE, PASTOR 
 FAITH FELLOWSHIP CHURCH, YANCEY COUNTY, NC
It is common in rural communities to share and hear a good story.  In responding to CSLP interviews, Rev. David Gillespie shared some of his stories that speak very eloquently about Christian stewardship and about Appalachian faith and culture. 

“My maternal grandfather was a farmer, a logger and he did a little mining… He was a man who derived his very existence from the earth… Some of the things that he demonstrated in his life was: that you didn’t dig anything out of the ground unless you were going to use it, you didn’t kill anything unless you were going to eat it, you didn’t chop something down unless you had a use for it.  I don’t think I ever saw him waste anything. He had the ability to use every part of everything,,, (Our forefathers and mothers)  were self-sufficient, with the exception of maybe sugar and coffee and flour. They grew just about everything.  So I guess one of the things he instilled in me was the fact we need to be able to know how to use what we have,,. But in doing that, in order to be self-sufficient, and not have all  the trash, you have to respect what you have.  You don’t waste it; you don’t just misuse things. 

I remember when I was real small my Grand-dad would clear the cornfield on top of one of the mountains or ridges that he owned, and he had an old horse and a sled and when I was small we’d get on that sled and we’d ride it up to that cornfield.  I always wondered why he’d made a cornfield so remote from the rest of the farm. I mean you had to go up the side of this mountain, through woods and finally you’d get to the top of this field.  I never asked him why he’d put it up there but in thinking about it, it became pretty obvious.  We’d ride up there to hoe the corn but much of the time we just sat up there and looked out over the mountains and he’d tell stories. I’d just sit there with him and we’d be looking around at the beauty of God’s Creation.  I was talking to him one day and he said, “Son, I’m going to give you a piece of advice,” and I said, “What’s that?” and he said, “Life’s too short to spend it doing something you hate.” And he said, “God put this creation here for us to enjoy and regardless of how much we have to do, don’t get so busy you miss it.”   I’ve never forgotten that.

Grand-dad taught me how to look at the things around us and tell what was going on, like, say, we’re going to have a hard winter – because of the amount of mast, you know the nuts and acorns and stuff. He could look at the sky and tell what the weather was going to be. He could look at the way the smoke went up or fell down, and his weather forecasts were a lot more accurate than what we get today… And I was just completely fascinated all the years that I knew him by the wealth of knowledge this man had, and it was all from his interaction with the environment.  It was all his love of nature and creation and respect for what God had entrusted to him, because he felt that the land he owned was a sacred trust. He said, of course we don’t own it, it’s loaned to us for a while.  For what time we do have jurisdiction over it we’re responsible for it. So I feel the same way.  I know that what we have about us is for us to use, but not mis-use.  It’s put here to sustain us and in a sense to take care of, but at the same time I believe that God expects us not to waste, not to abuse, and not to be careless with what has been created. What has been given us is so awesome and beautiful that it amazes me that people can just mis-use it...”  

Rev. Gillespie went on to share a theological view that speaks to the faith perspective of many in this rural mountain county:

“The Bible says that God created the earth and it was good.  So if He hadn’t cared about it, He wouldn’t have created it.  Then Satan comes in and he says: “Well, the only way to hurt God is to hurt what he cares about.” So he’s going to hurt God’s creation whether it be you and I, whether it be the animal kingdom or this earth.  I believe it’s a plan that he works both through the minds of people and through anything he can use.” 

